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From Our Shared Heart... 
 
Beloved Church, 
 
How wonderful it is to be sticking our 
toes into the waters of returning to in-
person worship and our small group 
gatherings, even if ever so tentatively! 
How we have missed being together! 
Preaching last Sunday made me real-
ize how much it means to be with you 
all in person rather than preaching to 
my iPhone and my own image, lol! 
 
The big question for us all: NOW 
WHAT!? As we begin to be able to be 
together again with relative safety 
now that most of us are vaccinated, 
what is important for us collectively? 
What are our priorities now and in the 
months ahead? What is God's call on 
our church? Our Reimagining Our 
Lives Together team will be meeting 
in early July to discern our “next 
lighted steps.”  
 
As I write to you in late June, taking 
in the Annual Conference sessions 
once again virtually another year, I 
am feeling a flood of appreciation and 
gratitude for who we are being collec-
tively as “the people called Method-
ists” here in the Western Jurisdiction, 
the Greater NW Area, and in our  
Oregon-Idaho Conference. These are 
challenging times because our denom-
ination's General Conference was de-
layed till late in the summer of 2022.  

 
 
 
 
 
But we are continuing to be a strong 
stand for full inclusion for all.  
 
Let's keep on doing all the good we 
can for all those we can and stay in 
love with God! And let's remember 
our siblings in the animal and plant 
kin-doms, in the elements of air, 
earth, fire, and water, praying for 
God's healing and restoring Pres-
ence. As the Apostle Paul reminds 
us, all Creation is groaning as in 
childbirth for the new thing God is 
doing in our midst, even in our time. 
May we be graced with the strength,  
endurance, resilience to remain 
faithful as followers of Christ so that 
we are part of what God is doing! 
 
Love and blessings, 
 
Pastor Karen 



 

 
 
 
 

Keeping in Our  
Prayers 

 

Sandy Woodward; Family 
of Carolyn Boyce; Bert Schniepp; Ray 
Feay; Peggy Wilson; Carol Salisbury; 
Laura Merz; Hazel Vacura; Charles & 
Barbara Walker; Jasmin Crump; Pat 
Balzell; Jonathan Yoder; Reverend  
Karen; Peggy Simington;  Kathleen 
Wenzel; John & Lila Hyder; Kim 
Holden & family; Georgia Garrett; 
Betty Cline; Ursula Sears; Jean Parr; 
Janice Bell; Gerry & Nancy Cedarleaf-
Grey; Patrick McCalmont; April 
McCalmont. 
 

We ask God’s blessing on these  
people and those in need, but not 
named. 
 

Pray for our planet in this global 
pandemic and economic crisis for so 
many. 
 

Soldiers everywhere in the world 
and those who wait for them to 
come home.   
 

Note:  On the last page of the UMW 
yearbook, as well as the inside back 
cover of the Church  Directory, the 
Prayer Chain is listed.  To receive 
the electronic prayer chain, contact  
rayfeay@hotmail.com.  

 Tribute Store 

Your tree has been planted! 
 

Thank you for the order you 
placed through Tribute Store 
in memory of Carolyn Boyce. 
 

... your tree has been planted as part 
of a reforestation project taking 
place in the Idaho panhandle. This 
project is being led by American 
Forests in partnership with local  
organizations. 
 

As climate change deepens its grip 
on the region, threats to forest health 
are growing more severe. The ef-
forts of this reforestation project 
will boost the Idaho Panhandle  
National Forest’s long-term resili-
ence to fire, drought, insect out-
breaks and disease. 
 

This reforestation work will plant a 
total of 177,500 trees across the 
panhandle. A majority of the seed-
lings being planted are Western 
Larch. These trees can live up to 
1000 years and are the ideal choice 
to plant in the region as they are 
able to persist even in poor soil and 
dry weather — conditions that could 
stunt or kill other trees. 
 

Together, we’re helping to restore 
habitats like this one across North 
America. 



 

UMM Meets Again for Breakfast 

The UMM fellowship group is again meeting on Thursdays 
mornings at 8:00 am at Kathleen and Nina’s on Hwy 101  
and 36th St. All men of the church are welcome to join us to 
praise God and enjoy each other’s fellowship.  
 

Bert Schniepp 

 

 

UMWomen News 
 

    
 
 
 

 
Yay, the Florence United Methodist Women are preparing to meet again!   
Due to health reasons, Kathleen Wenzel is relinquishing the treasurer position 
to Sharon Gallagher who was appointed by the executive board. A thank you 
to Kathleen doesn’t say enough so watch for a cupcake party one of these 
days!  
 
Renee’s yard again hosted a “plants and stuff” sale with many happy buy-
ers. An executive board meeting is set for Thursday July 15 at 10 a.m. to  
finalize plans for an August invitational gathering. Curiosity got you?? 
  
The Oregon-Idaho Conference is offering two 2021 Mission u schools, online 
via Zoom. Because this has been an extraordinary year, for this year only, 
Mission u is offered free to all participants. There are two studies:   
1) Bearing Witness in the Kin-dom:  Living into the Church’s Moral Witness 
through Radical Discipleship and  
2) Pushout:  The Criminalization of Black Girls in Schools. 
  
To register send the following information to Janelle Bolt: name, email ad-
dress or phone number, date to attend and study, church and district. Her 
email is janelle@busyhands.biz or regular mail 1120 SW 2

nd
 St, Dundee, OR 

97115. Phone # 503-538-9401. Registration deadline for the July 8-10 School 
is July 5 and deadline for the July 29-31 School is July 26.  
 
Jean Hefty 

mailto:janelle@busyhands.biz


 

Adult Class Takes Summer Recess 
 

       Our church’s Adult Sunday School class is currently  
     taking a summer recess through early August. Plans  
     are still uncertain about beginning time for a return to  

in person meeting, although we will continue the study of Paul with Prof. N .T. 
Wright using the videos on Amplify when we do resume.  
 
Bert Schniepp 

 

PFLAG Update 

Watch the PFLAG Facebook page for July Meeting News 
 

When PFLAG-Florence meets again on Tuesday, July 13, at 
6:30, it may very well be in person. Details will be forthcoming. 
Check us out on Facebook or www.pflagflorenceoregon.org for information. 
 

Linda Yoder 

 

Free Lunch News 
 

Free Lunch has received a second grant from PeaceHealth 
Peace Harbor Community Foundation. In addition to restock-
ing the kitchen, this grant will be used to spruce up the kitchen for a projected 
10/1/2021 re-opening and service of hot soup. Currently, we are getting esti-
mates for new countertops and cabinet repainting. A commercial garbage dis-
posal is proposed but plumbing limitations may not allow for it. We are working 
with Lane County Environmental Health to verify requirements for upgrading 
our commercial kitchen.  
 
Paula Z 

http://www.pflagflorenceoregon.org
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             gocamping.org 

 

Summertime is here! We look forward to warm, sunny days, with time to 

spend on outdoor activities: dipping our toes in a lake, barbequing, relax-

ing on the porch, and for many—camping! 
 

As many of you know, I have fond memories of “Bible” camp from my 

childhood, and even as a grownup. I think there’s nothing more inspiring 

than being in nature, communing with others, singing camp songs by the 

campfire, making crafty items from simple supplies, and breathing in the 

Spirit through God’s creation. I know that many of you have had wonder-

ful experiences at outdoor ministry camps as well.  
 

So far, we have four of our kids signed up to spend a week in August at 

Camp Magruder in Rockaway Beach, Oregon. We want to support them 

as they engage in this wonderful experience. During the month of July, 

we will take donations to provide camperships for the kids. If you would 

like to help, you can make a check out to FUMC and put “camperships” 

on the memo line; or you can donate securely online by going to our 

church website and click on the “Camperships” button. 
 

We will also have a “Camp Sunday” in July (the 18th or 25th) and will 

hear from the kids about their hopes for camp. You’ll have a chance to 

give at that time as well. 
 

Remember, there are camps for adults at various locations throughout 

Oregon. Check out the opportunities at gocamping.org. 
 

Questions? Call me at 541-999-9692, or email at  

quiltinggma5@yahoo.com. 

 

Diane McCalmont 
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JULY 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu 

    1 
8:00 UMMen—Kathleen &
                            Nina’s

4 
10:00 In-person Service - 
Reservations required 

5 
 

6 

 

7 
 

8 
8:00 UMMen—Kathleen &
                            Nina’s

11 

10:00 In-person Service - 
Reservations required 

12 13 

6:30 PFLAG  

14 

 

15 
8:00 UMMen—Kathleen &
                            Nina’s 
10:00 UMW Executive 
Board mtg 

18 
10:00 In-person Service - 
Reservations required 
 
Watch for announcement 
regarding Church Council 
meeting date and time 

19 
 

20 
 

21 22 
8:00 UMMen—Kathleen &
                            Nina’s

25 
10:00 In-person Service - 
Reservations required 

26 
 

27 

Noon-Newsletter Deadline 
28 29 

8:00 UMMen—Kathleen &
                            Nina’s



Fri Sat 

Kathleen & 
Nina’s 

2 
 

3 
 

Noon - Service reservations 
due - email or call church 

Kathleen & 
Nina’s 

9 
 

10 
Noon - Service reservations 
due - email or call church 

Kathleen & 
Nina’s 

10:00 UMW Executive 

16 
 

17 
Noon - Service reservations 
due - email or call church 

Kathleen & 
Nina’s 

23 
 

24 
Noon - Service reservations 
due - email or call church 
 

Kathleen & 
Nina’s 

30 31 
Noon - Service reservations 
due - email or call church 

Birthdays 

  2 Casey Hand 
14 George Goodwin 
14 Lila Hyder 
19 Donna Oshel 
20 Shirley Ross 
22 Myrna Sullivan 
23 Sharon Gallagher 
24 Suzanne Pohlman 
25 Robert Lowe 
25 Julie Wagner 
27 Kathleen Yelle 
27 Vicki Philben 
27 Amanda Sarles 
28 Jude Craddock 
28 Kathleen Wenzel 
29 Lucinda Hughes 
31 Kayla Jones 

 Anniversaries 

23 John & Suzanne Pohlman 
23 Keith Brown & Cindy Glover 
31 Gary & Amanda Sarles 

If I’ve missed your birthday or  
anniversary, please send an 
email to Diane at 
quiltinggma5@yahoo.com,  
to let me know. 



 
 

   Christian Education Report 
 
The adult Sunday School has decided to suspend meeting for now as 
people are getting busy with summer activities.  Teacher and stu-
dents plan a return and will announce a start date and format when 
the time is right for beginning again.  If anyone has opinions regard-
ing continuing a virtual class and/or meeting in person, please let 
your feelings be known to Pastor Karen, Bert Schniepp, or Peggy 
Hughes. 
 
I am hoping to open the Sunday School for everyone at the same time, if possible, and 
that will depend upon decisions by the “reimagining team” with council support in 
accordance to guidelines from our Bishop and DS.  
 
Cindy and I completed the “clean out” of  the Sunday School room in the Fellowship 
hall.  Scott Philben got a crew together to rid the room of 4 cupboards and a chest of 
drawers.  He discovered the room was seriously in need of paint, installation of base-
boards, and ridding of mold.  He and Vicki accomplished these tasks and you only 
need a glance to see the huge difference it made!  We all still have concerns about the 
carpet but the work they have done has opened this room to be a great space for chil-
dren’s Sunday School.  They also hung white boards in this room, the space in front of 
the kitchen, and the dinning room.  Thanks to them we now have appropriate space for 
3 classrooms when we are ready to meet in person.  Thank you to all who helped! 
 
I will be submitting a question to the “reimagining team” about the wisdom of opening 
in person Sunday School to include children who have not yet been vaccinated.  My 
hope is to ask for a change in schedule for Sunday activities to include a full hour for 
Sunday School for all ages.  I will be submitting a suggestion, when the time comes, 
that we have a 9:00am Sunday School hour for all ages and include an adult class and 
an early service for adults to have a choice between attending class or worship.  At 
10:00am, I will propose a half hour coffee time for teachers and students to get ready 
for a second worship service to begin at 10:30am.  Please give this schedule some con-
sideration as I believe it will be a Council decision in the end.  Thank you. 
 
Respectfully, 
Peggy Hughes 
Christian Education Chairperson 



 

Trustees Report 
 

    
   Installation of our new furnace and air filtration system 
   is complete. We want you to enter our Sanctuary know-   

ing that the air is as clean and as safe as it can possibly be. To ensure your continued 
health and safety, we have invested in the most  
advanced air filtration available, combining a variety of methods. 
 

First, we’ve replaced and upgraded our heating system to a new, more powerful one, 
pulling the air from the sanctuary at a higher rate and purifying it through the follow-
ing combination of powerful, safe filtering methods: 
 

1. Air Scrubbers using special Ultraviolet Light waves and an ozone-free Oxidation, 
to capture and purify pollutants, bacteria, viruses, and allergens. We have two of these 
units bombarding the air as it leaves the sanctuary on its way through the system. 
2. The air then passes through a powerful ifD (intense field Dielectric) corona field to 
charge the air and cause any remaining particles to adhere to special collection cells 
(which never need to be replaced, only cleaned twice per year), allowing the purified 
air to circulate back through the floor ducts located throughout the Sanctuary. 
 

In addition, our new commercial-grade ductless heating and cooling unit in the Sanc-
tuary is equipped with an ActivePure filter, also using light waves and a catalytic pro-
cess, creating scrubber ions for removing dust, allergens, and other harmful particles 
from the air. This unit is always running and filtering the air, 24 hours a day. 
 

And more good news - through some generous donations from our congregation along 
with a couple of grants, this entire project was funded without any impact to our  
budget. In fact, over $1,100 of excess funding will be available for use in getting the  
Fellowship Hall kitchen updated and ready in order to resume the Free Lunch pro-
gram. 
 

Thanks to help from several volunteers, the Sunday School room has been cleaned up, 
cleared out, and repainted. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
Scott Philben  
Chair-Board of Trustees 



      
     One sunny day in June, the 
     Hand family, along with  
     Joey, showed up to church 
     in style, riding in an English 
     taxi! How fun! 

 
A Word from Your Lay leader… 

 
We are back!  It is so good to worship again in our small, but mighty church. Just today, 
our Governor announced the opening of our State, on June 30, 2021.  Hopefully, we will 
be back in a totally normal worship setting soon.  
 

This note will be short due to the PNW Conference/Oregon-Idaho Conference is wrap-
ping up this week.  All I can say is, I’m about “Zoomed Out”.  All sessions were conducted 
via Zoom/Webinars. I will be providing an update to the congregation on Sunday (June 
27). Of course, the newsletter will not reach you before Sunday, but stay tuned, as I am 
pretty sure Pastor Karen will be providing many insights to the state of the PNW Confer-
ence in the future Sundays.  Next Sunday, July 4, 2021 Micheal Pope, Cal-Nev. Conference 
Lay Leader, will speak (pre-recorded) to us about the role of the laity.  She is also the CEO 
of the Northern Calif. Alzheimer’s Association and a very good motivational speaker.   
 

See you soon. 
 
Blessings,  
Patt Rollins  



 

Florence United Methodist Church 
 

 

May 1-31:  

 Receipts: $ 4,206.57 

 Expenses: $ 5,368.96                    June income through the 25th: $ 5,230.44 
 

  Provided by Kathy Yelle 

 

Noteworthy News… 
 

Home Touch 
Home Touch materials continue to be available online and in 
hard copy. If you’ve received copies by mail in the past, this will 
continue unless you request to be taken off the list. Similarly, The 
Upper Room devotionals are mailed every other month, and the 
July-August edition should have arrived. If you do not receive 
these resources, but would like to have them, please contact 
lindayoder@hotmail.com or 541-590-0944. (jpg available) 
 
Amplify Videos 
If you haven’t tried Amplify Media, the subscription for which the church has 
paid, and have forgotten the directions to do an initial log-in, you’ll need to use 
the church access code, which is ZRGHYB. Questions? Contact 
lindayoder@hotmail.com. We don’t want anyone to miss out on a fabulous  
resource, especially one we use extensively for small groups. 

 
Electronic Giving 
We continue to offer on-line giving through our trusted church partner, Vanco, 
using its secure website. To assure security, the church’s website 
www.florenceunitedmethodist.org is the only portal to online giving. If you have 
any questions, contact lindayoder@hotmail.com.   

mailto:lindayoder@hotmail.com
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A Note from a Thankful Passer-by… 
 
 

(This is what I call outreach!) 



 
A Note from Myrna Sullivan… 
         May 23, 2021 
 
Dear Methodist Family, 
 
I am doing well here at our Care Center, Eskaton. Our dining room has 
opened up. It is wonderful to see others, two at a table. Everyone looks  
different; it has been hard on all of us. 
 
We can now swim, play bingo and use the exercise room. This is wonderful. 
 
May God be with you. 
 
Love, 
Myrna 

 

Greetings from Brooke Shafer…  
 

I want to thank everyone for all the years of friendship, laughter, caring, and 
healing that I exchanged with everyone over the last decade. You all made 
me feel welcome, you became my family, and you helped me heal so deeply 
that I have been able to start a new life, with a wonderful partner, and I have 
been able to go back to work as a caregiver. 
 

I will always remember each and every one of you. You are always in my 
prayers with gratitude and deep appreciation. I hope to I will see you around 
town. 
 

Lots of love to each of you, 
Brooke Shafer 
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Directory Update 

Do we have your current address,  

phone number, and e-mail address? 

Please forward them to:  

florenceumc@florenceunitedmethodist.org 

If you do not wish to receive this 

Newsletter please notify the church office. 


