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open for late comers and moving in-
to the center of a row, leaving the 
outside chairs accessible.   
 What was shared in November 
from our friend Roger Graves bears 
repeating. When someone you don’t 

know sits near you 
at church, engage 
them in conversa-
tion.  
1) GREET:  Say 

“hello”; “how are you?”; “My name 
is...” 
2) ASK:  Say, “Are you a guest to-
day?”; “What is your name?” or “Can 
I help you?” 
3) THANK:  Say, “Thank you for join-
ing us today at Crest today.” “I am so 
glad you are here.”   
 I seldom hear of people being 
turned off by churches that are 
friendly, but frequently hear of how 
cold and impersonal some churches 
can be. Let’s continue to “err” on the 
side of genuine friendliness and care.  
 As we move into the new year, I 
am excited to see what God will con-
tinue to do in and through the Body 
He is assembling at Crest!  My prayer 
for us is that in the midst of joys and 
sorrows, happy days and sad ones, 
we will have a growing trust in the 
Sustaining, Sufficient, Sovereign God 
and Savior and Lord, Jesus Christ.  I 
look forward to entering the New 
Year with you!   
 In His love,  

  Pastor Chuck 

Beloved,   
 As I reflect over the past year,  I 
am amazed to see how God has 
worked. God used His church to take 
care of the financial obligation of a 
15-year loan on our educational 
building in just 
seven years 
through your 
pledges and sacrifi-
cial giving, making 
us totally debt free.  
 Then, as we embarked on the 
process of finding an Associate Pas-
tor to focus on Student/Collegiate 
ministry, God very clearly directed 
us to Pastor Neal McRae. The more I 
work with him the more I am seeing 
that Neal has gifts, abilities, insights 
and experiences that fit the needs 
we have at Crest. Continue to pray 
for him and Bethany as they have 
planted their lives alongside us.  
 One of the blessings we have 
been experiencing is an increase in 
attendance. Consequently, anyone 
who has been in church recently re-
alizes that we are dealing with tight 
seating. We have had several Sunday 
mornings with over 200 and our 
Christmas Eve service saw 254 in 
attendance. These are great prob-
lems to have!  
 However, from my vantage at the 
front, I observe the challenge our 
ushers have in finding seats for 
those who arrive after we start the 
service. You can help by moving for-
ward, thus leaving the back rows 

Weekly Schedule 
Sunday:  
  9:00 am Bible Study  
10:15 am Worship 
Tuesday: 
  6:30 p.m. Women’s Bible 
 Study 
  6:45 p.m. GriefShare 
Wednesday: 
  7:00 am Prayer Meeting 
  9:00 a.m. Women’s Bible 
 Study  
  6:30 pm TeamKID, Youth 
 and Adult Bible Studies 
Thursday: 
  6:00 pm Couple Bible Study     
       at Marroquin’s home 
   9:00 pm Light Co. SWCC, 
 Room 220 (first meeting 
 of semester Jan. 18) 

Small Groups 2 

Calendar 3 

Appalachia Service 

Project 

4 

Baby Shower 4 

In Christian  

Sympathy 

4 

Men’s Conference 4 

Inside this issue: 

During 

January, 

all of our 

undesig-

nated 

mission 

offerings will go to the 

Lottie Moon Christmas 

Offering which supports 

the SBC’s International 

missionaries.  



PAGE 2 THE CONNECTION VOLUME 23, ISSUE 1  

and culture that is often God-
less. Bring a friend and come 
join us from 6:30-8:00 pm 
(Room 105).  

GriefShare—This is a Christ-
centered 13-week series for 
those grieving the death of 
someone close. Cost is $15 for 
materials. Contact Brian 
Cramer, 344-6249. (Youth 
Room, 6:45 p.m.) 

Wednesday: Women’s  Bible 
Study—Whether you are new 
to the Bible or have done many 
studies, God speaks to us today 
through His prophets in the 
Old Testament.  We will learn 
together how to stand firm in 
our faith in a world and cul-
ture that is often Godless. 
Bring a friend and come join us 
from 9:00-11:00 a.m. 
(Fellowship Hall)  

In the Beginning God—The 
Book of Genesis is the “book of 
beginnings” in the Bible.  The 
chapters in the Book of Genesis 
are to life what a foundation is 
to a house.  If you want to build 
a life that succeeds, you start 
with the basics. “IN THE BE-
GINNING GOD.” 6:30 p.m. 
(Worship Center)  

Thursday: A Beautiful          
Design—In this 9-session 
study, Pastor Matt Chandler 
gives evidence that God’s plan 
for man and woman is the ulti-
mate design.  Contact Liz Mar-
roquin, (479) 439-2033 (the 
Marroquin’s home, 1006 N Elm 
St; 6:00 p.m.) 

Preschool, Children and Youth  
studies also meet  

Sundays at 9:00 a.m. 
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Adult Bible Classes     
On Sundays  

Sunday Morning (9:00 a.m.):  

Jesus Changes Everything —
In His love, Jesus came to earth 
to bring us into a relationship 
with God—and that changes 
everything. This seven-week 
study will examine His care 
about every aspect of our lives 
and His call to follow Him so 
that He can transform us to be 
like Him..  

Made for Something More 
(January 21)—The world will 
tell us our identity is deter-
mined by … how we see our-
selves, how we feel, what oth-
ers expect us to be. But who 
are we, really? We are who 
God says we are. And when we 
come to Christ, our identity is 
shaped – reshaped - into the 
image of Christ. In these 6 ses-
sions, we will see who we are 
in Christ, why we’re here, and 
what our purpose is.  Senior 
Adults (Fellowship Hall) and 
Young Adults (Room 105)  

Psalms—This study in the 
Book of Psalms holds good 
news for you. A psalmist has 
likely written about whatever 
feelings you might experience 
in any situation in which you 
find yourself. Whether you are 
soaring on the heights of spir-
itual growth or in the depths of 
spiritual weakness, these les-
sons will speak to you. Adults 
(Room 109) 

The Power of Positive Pray-
ing—John Bisagno explores 
the examples and importance 
of prayer in the Bible through 

this six-week study.   

I AM Changes Who I Am 
Adults (January 14)— Living 
the Christian life is difficult, 
especially in today’s culture. 
God still wants to do the mi-
raculous today, and He wants 

to do it in you and me! There-
fore, we must realize that the 
power to fulfill the call of God 
in our lives comes from de-
pending on who Christ is and 
what He does. In this 7-
session study of the Gospel of 
John, we’ll discover who Jesus 
is and what He does, showing 
us the power to live out the 
Christian life. Adults (Room 
104) 

Sunday Evening 

Cancer Support Ministry: We 
are reaching out to families 
who are living with cancer. 
Contact Joe or Gay Lynn Ow-
ens at 641-202-5004,          
12:00 p.m., January 7. 

Additional Classes 

Tuesday: Women’s Bible 
Study—The focus of this 
year’s study will be the 12 Mi-
nor Prophets, Hosea thru Mal-
achi.  Whether you are new to 
the Bible or have done many 
studies, God speaks to us to-
day through His prophets in 
the Old Testament.  We will 
learn together how to stand 
firm in our faith in a world 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

9:00 a.m. Bible 
Study (all ages) 
10:15 a.m. Wor-
ship Service 

1 2 
Anniversary: 
Jerry and Laura 
Hartman 

3 
6:30 p.m. Pre-
school/Children 
TeamKID  
 

Birthday: 
Karla Hynes 
 

Anniversary: 
Elmer and  
Nancy Young 

4 
6:00 p.m.  
Couples’s Bible 
Study 
 

Birthdays:  
Hailey Deemer, 
Karla Powers, 
Brenna Shimer 

5 

 

6 

 

7 
Noon Cancer 
Support Minis-
try Meeting 
 

Birthdays: 
Dick Krambeck, 
Ben Landers, 
Mary  
McCracken 

8 

 

9 
6:30 p.m.  
Women’s Bible 
Study 
6:45 p.m.   
GriefShare  

 
 

10 
7:00 a.m.  
Prayer Meeting 
9:00 a.m.  
Women’s Bible 
Study;  
6:30 p.m. Youth 
and Adult Bible 
Studies Resume 

 

11 
Birthdays: 
Merry  
Nurnberg,  
Wilma Osmun 

12 

Birthday: 
Diane 
Fienhage 

13 
1:00-3:00 p.m.  
Cancer Support 
Ministry Meet 
and Greet at 
Adam’s Street 
Espresso 

 
 

14 
Birthdays: 
Matt Deemer, 
Josh Simmons 

15 
 

16 
 

17 

Birthdays: 
Doryn Paup, 
Joyce Young 

18 

9:00 p.m. The 
Light Company 
(SWCC, Room 
220) Resumes 
 

Birthday:  
Weston 
Goodenberger 

19 
Birthdays: 
Theo Hartman, 
Anna    
Thompson, 
Anne Vicker 

20 
10-Noon 
Baby Shower 
for Erica 
Wolfe (come 
and go) 

21 
Noon  
Appalachia 
Service Project 
Lunch  
(free will offering) 
 

Birthday: 
Coltyr Frey 
 
 

22 
Birthday: 
Megan Travis 

23 
4:00 p.m.  
Finance Com-
mittee Meeting 
6:00 p.m. 
Church Council 
Meeting 

24 

Birthday: 
Darrell Ellis, 
Gay Lynn  
Owens, Jason 
Wolfe 

25 
 

26 
 

27 
 

28 
Noon  
Congregational 
Meeting 
 

Birthdays:  
Martha 
Heatherington, 
Kate Jennett 
 

29 30 31 
Birthday:  
Gert Müller  
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January 2018 

Men’s Conference at 
Cornerstone, Chariton  

(see below for details) 



 

Crest Baptist Church is… Committed to Christ—Connecting with Each 
Other— Commissioned to Serve Our Community and World 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies 

and God of all comfort,  who comforts us 
in all our affliction…  
(2 Corinthians 1:3-4) 

Don and Lexie Starlin after 
the death of her mother, Evelyn 
Brammer, on December 24. 

You are invited to a “come and 
go” baby shower in honor of 
Erica Wolfe on January 20 from 
10—Noon. 

The 2018 ASP Team will be 
providing lunch at Crest imme-
diately after worship on Janu-
ary 21. This team will be trav-
eling to the Appalachia region 
this summer to make homes 
“safer, warmer and drier.” The 
meal is provided for a free will 
offering.  


