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The Announcement to Joseph 
WELCOME   
 
 

STAND 
 
 

M: Minister  C: Congregation 
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M: Lord God, we thank you for this day of grace now drawing to a close. Stay with us and warm 
our hearts with your forgiving love in Christ. May your Word keep our faith burning brightly 
that we may walk in the light of your presence through the darkness of this world. Come and 
bless us as we worship you: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 
BE SEATED 

 
LET MY PRAYER RISE BEFORE YOU    Psalm 141 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
M: Let our prayers be acceptable in your sight. Come and help us in time of need that we may 

sing your praise in holy joy now and forever, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C: Amen. 

 
PSALM 119b 
 

M:  Teach me, O LORD, to follow your decrees;   
C: then I will keep them to the end. 
 

M:  Give me understanding, and I will keep your law   
C: and obey it with all my heart. 
 

M:  Direct me in the path of your commands,   
C: for there I find delight. 
 

M:  Turn my eyes away from worthless things;   
C: preserve my life according to your Word. 
 

M:  Fulfill your promise to your servant,   
C: so that you may be feared. 
 

M: How I long for your precepts! 
C: Preserve my life in your righteousness. 2 



PSALM PRAYER 
 

M: O Lord, your Word is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness. Guide our footsteps by your Word so that we may remain steadfast in faith, 
may love you with all our hearts and love our neighbor as ourselves; through Jesus Christ, your 
Son, our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

SCRIPTURE LESSON Matthew 1:18-25 (NIV) 

 

HYMN  Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord 
 Christian Worship #28 
 
 

 
 
SERMON Matthew 1:18-25
 The Announcement to Joseph 
 
 
PLEASE REMAIN SEATED AFTER THE SERMON 
 
 
 
HYMN Hark the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes 
 Christian Worship #12 
 
 
 

OFFERING     
Members of Grace respond to their Savior’s love with offerings that are given joyfully, generously, 
regularly, and in a way that is proportionate to how the Lord has blessed them. Their cheerful gifts 
support the mission and ministry of our congregation. If you are a guest today, please know that we 
do not expect you to contribute to our congregation’s work. However, if you would like to give an 
offering to the Lord in response to his love to you, we are happy to receive it and put it to work in 
God’s kingdom. 
 
 
 
 

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came 
about: His mother Mary was pledged to be 
married to Joseph, but before they came 
together, she was found to be with child 
through the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her 
husband was a righteous man and did not want 
to expose her to public disgrace, he had in 
mind to divorce her quietly. But after he had 
considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared 
to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of 
David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as 
your wife, because what is conceived in her is 
from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a 

son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, 

because he will save his people from their 
sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the 
Lord had said through the prophet: “The virgin 
will be with child and will give birth to a son, 
and they will call him Immanuel” —which 
means, “God with us.” When Joseph woke up, 
he did what the angel of the Lord had 
commanded him and took Mary home as his 
wife. But he had no union with her until she 
gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name 
Jesus.  
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If you prefer, use your smart 
phone to give online by 
scanning this QR code. 



Please fill out the Friendship Register located in the red folder at the end of the pew and pass along. 
Thank You! 
 
 
OFFERTORY MUSIC                                                
 
 
STAND 
 
 
LORD, HAVE MERCY 
Kyrie 
 

M: In the closing hours of this day, hear us as we pray, O Lord: 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
 

M: For the well-being of people everywhere, for the growth of your church in all the world and 
for the strengthening of all who serve and worship here, we pray, O Lord: 

C:  Christ, have mercy. 
 

M:  For one another, young and old, for your blessings that come with every stage of life, and for 
joy in doing your will, we pray, O Lord: 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

M:  For our public servants who work day and night to bring protection, justice, learning, and 
health to this and every place, we pray to you, O Lord: 

C: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

M: For favorable weather and bountiful harvests, for clothing and food, for health of body, mind, 
and spirit, and for deliverance from all sin and every form of evil, we pray to you, O Lord: 

C: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

M: For the faithful who have gone before us, who have shared with us your good news, whose 
souls are now at rest in your heavenly kingdom, we give you thanks, O Lord: 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

M:  In thanksgiving for your many and varied gifts to us, we now commend ourselves to your care. 
Be our shield and strength, O Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 
 
PRAYER FOR PEACE 
 

M:  Lord God, all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works come from you. Give to us, 
your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey 
your commandments. Defend us also from the fear of our enemies that we may live in peace 
and quietness, through the merits of Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
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SONG OF SIMEON    Nunc Dimittis 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BLESSING 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BE SEATED 

 
 
CLOSING HYMN Come, O Precious Ransom, Come 
 Christian Worship #8 
 
                         
 

THOSE ASSISTING IN WORSHIP THIS EVENING 
 

Worship Leader ........................................................................... Pastor Sam Clemons 
Accompanist ....................................................................................... Elaine Goldie 
Bell Ringer ....................................................................................... Dylan Guenther 
Acolyte ............................................................................................. John Pikyavit 
Sound & Recording Tech ....................................................................... Jeff Weinstein 
 
Copyright Information: 
Evening Prayer: Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-710199. 

• Song of Simeon: Music by Kurt J. Eggert and Kermit G. Moldenhauer. © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. 

• Service of Light: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

• Let My Prayers Rise Before You: Music by David Schack. © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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